BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
WESTERN ZONE, BENCH, PUNE

Original Application No.218/2024(WZ)
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Affidavit on behalf of Respondent No.5 -Maharashtra Pollution
Control Board.

I, Jayant A. Kadam, Age-56 years , Occupation -Service , the
Sub Regional Officer of the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board at
Kalyan-11 , having my office address at Siddhivinayak Sankul, 3™
Floor, Near Oak Baug, Station Road, Kalyan — 421 301, do hereby

state on solemn affirmation as under:-

[ am filing this Affidavit on behalf of the Respondent No.5 i.e.
Maharashtra Pollution Control Board in compliance of the
Order dated 12/11/2024 passed by this Hon’ble NGT.

The instant application is filed against concretization of
riverbed of Waldhuni river in front of Ambernath Shiv

Temple, Dist-Thane, which is carried out in the name of

beautification of the temple, and it is alleged that the same is
causing loss to the river biodiversity and complete

environment at large.
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I say and submit that one complainant namely Adv Sari A

&

Khanchandani has filed a complaint bearing Case \f\

N0.2417/13/30/2024 against the Director General,
Archeological Survey of India & Ors before the Maharashtra
State Human Rights Commission, Mumbai regarding de-
concretization of bed and bank of Waldhuni river at ancient
Shiv Mandir and Govind-pul sites at Ambernath, | say and
submit that the Respondent No.4-Ambernath Municipal
Council (AMC) has convened a meeting with the officials of
various Departments and stakeholders on 19/6/2024 to review
and assess the development of premises of the ancient Shiv
Temple in Ambernath Municipal Council area. During the
meeting, the Respondent No.4-Ambernath Municipal Council
(AMC) informed that the provision for ETP is already
incorporated in the project and the water will be released in
Waldhuni river only after proper treatment. The Official of the
Minor Irrigation Department informed that Waldhuni is
neither notified as a river nor it is on the toposheet of Survey
of India. The official of the Archaeological Department
informed that NOCs are issued for repair works in the
prohibited area and construction works in regulated area as
per the proposal given by the Respondent No.4-AMC. The
said matter is pending before the Maharashtra State Human
Rights Commission, Mumbai. A copy of the Minutes of the
Meeting held on 19/6/2024 is annexed herewith as an

Annexure-l.



I say and submit that in order to verify the present status, the

Officials of the Respondent Board at Kalyan visited the site

of Waldhuni river near Shiv Temple at Ambernath alongwith
Official of Ambernath Municipal Council(AMC) on 2/1/2025

and observed as under :-

i
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1.

iii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

The stretch of Waldhuni river near Shiv Mandir found
concretized river bed.

The representative of AMC informed that work of river
bed concretization has carried out in the year 2010-
2011.

The closed RCC Pipe is provided for sewage in river
bed at the said location.

During visit, construction work of beautification / ghat
found in progress.

AMC representative has informed that the construction
work of ghat / beautification has started since last one
year.

During visit no river flow observed in river bed
concreted area of Waldhuni river at the said location.
Respondent No.4-Ambernath Municipal Council
(AMC) reported that In the year 2010, the work of river
bed concretization around 20% and laying of RCC
drainage pipe is completed. The work related to
beautification / construction of Ghat has started since
last one vear and work is about 80% in Phase-II is in

progress.
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copy of the same and photographs is annexed herewith asian 5

Annexure-II collectively.

Waldhuni river in front of Shiv Temple and beautification of
the said temple does not falls under the purview of the

Maharashtra Pollution Control Board.

Solemnly affirmed on this f?may of Jan.,2025 at ke T

For and on behalf of Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board

ayant A. Kadam )
Sub Regional Officer-Kalyan-II
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Agenda: To review and asess development of premises of an ancient Shiv Temple in the
Ambemath Municipal Council Area w.r.t. summon of registrar, Maharashira State
Human Rights Commission. Mumbai KKT/case no 2417/13/3072024/2403

:}E joint sfle inspection was conducted followed by & review meeting regarding development of
premises of the ancient shiv temple at Ambernath was held at the office of Chief Officer,
Ambernath Municipal Council Ambernath on Wednesday, 19'th June 2024,

-

Following officers and Stakeholders were present for the meeting.
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No
I | Smt. T Sreelakshmi Regional Director (West) Archeological Survey of India J
2| Dr. Prashant Rasal Administrator & Chief Officer | Ambernath Municipal Council |
3 | Smt Prashanti Mane Tehsildar Ambemath Dist Thane |
| |
4| Shri. Abhishek Paradkar | Additional Chief Officer | Ambemath Municipal Coundil 1
|5 | Shri Ashok Bhagat | Senior Police Inspector Shivajinagar Police Station |
' 6 | Shri. Shravan Kumar Superintending Engineer Archeological Survey of India |
7 | Shri. Babasaheb Kukade | Regional Officer Maharashtra Pollution Control |
T, ] SL. N 1 L Wby |
_ 8 |SheiKinnBodke | Deputy Engineer | Imigation deparmeni |
9 | Smt. Manisha Bhagare | Technical Officer | Groundwater ~ Surveys and |
| Development Agency (GSDA) |
10 | Shri. Upendra Tomar | ASAC Archeological Survey of India |
11| Shri. Pankaj Kumar SSA Archeological Survey of India |
12 | Shri, Vivek Gautam TownPlanner | Ambernath Municipal Council |
| 13 | Shri. Sanjay Kumbhar | City Engineer | Ambernath Municipal Council r
| 14 |Shri.KNShinde JCA = |ASI-VasaiSubCircle |

1. Officials of the Ambernath Municipal Council greeted and felicitated visiting officers from
various departments and other stakeholders,

2. Ambernath Municipal Council : Dr. Prashant Rasal, Admiunistrator and Chiel Officer
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"+ He futher added that the waldhuni nala bed being rocky PCC (Plain Cement Contyete) .~
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Was done o facilitate the free flow of the water and sediments, to maintain 'f':ﬂil_ir":s_i\"’r
Waldhuni nata and in view of the health and hygiene of devotees. This was done only for Nﬂﬂ,ad_
Pateh of around 300 meters, in last decade.

ecessary lo remove i i the flooding
I the silt from the waldhuni bed to prevent odi
Situation i:?he“tcmple pu::nius and vicinity area. During the removal of the silt the existing

PCC in the bed was damaged at many places. The same was repaired by the council whenever
required.

3 Maharashtra Pollution Control Board Shri Babasaheb Kukade Regional Officer MPCB

bodies needs to be treated He further conveyed that there is no narmful chemical discharge from
local industrial units in Waldhuni from last month and industrial discharge is being diverted 10

Further he stated there i$ no aquatic life a
major impact in any way for the same.

5. Groundwater

Surveys and Development Agency (GSDA) - Smt. Maunisha Bhangare
Technical Officer

It was conveyed by Smt Manisha Bhangare - Technical Officer GSDA based on the
observations the concretization has not affected existing ground water table, Smt T Sreelakshmi,

Regional Director (West), Archeological survey of India, expressed her concem that presence of
the pollutants in air and water will be & more serious issue that is affecting the temple struciure
primarily on the side facing the Waldhuni.

Dr. Prasham Rasal Administrator

the issue of presence ufﬂwpulluminwﬂuETP{Eﬁhm Sewage Treatment Plant) has
already been incorporated in the proposed project,
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" Further ;
fts wuulde;e:; lo“'“m‘mggested by GSDA that ground water recharge recharge
S needs 1o be done ¥ vonate water tables during rain water devoid of any pollutants. However

: very carefully and preci : A e
through vibrations. y and precisely so that it does not a mple structure

6. Police department : Shri. ji
s - Ashok Bhagat, Senior Police Inspector, Shivajinagar Police
Station, Ambernath n

 Shri. Ashok Bhagat Sr PI suggested that the provision for police chowky and mobile
toilets would be of much helpful in crowd management during festival time and other oceasions.
He also suggested for a separate entry and exit pathways (pedestal bridge) to the temple for

managing the crowd and to avoid stampede or overcrowding due to bottlenecks.

Dr. Prashant Rasal, Administrator & Chief Officer acknowledged the point and has
agreed to incorporate the same.

7. Tehsildar Ambernath Dist. Thane, Smt. Prashanti Mane

She conveyed that it has been observed there are no recent incidents of loss of life and
property and also there is no encroachment in the waldhuni in vicinity of the temple.

8. Archeological Survey of India : Smt Sreelakshmi, Regional Director (West), ASI
RD, ASI explained and emphasized the importance of the Shiv temple as an ancient

monument.

She informed that NOC s are issued for repair works in the prohibited area and
construction works in regulated area as per the proposal given by Ambernath Municipal Council
in view of public utility. It was conveyed that disintegration of the rocks of temple is observed,
primarily on the side facing the Waldhuni. The opposite side is less affected. Preservation and
consolidation of the sculptures were carried out by ASI in this regard. However she has

expressed concerns over the impact of the polluted water on the structure of Ambernath Shiv
temple.

Photographs of around 2005-06 were shown and it was agreed by all the technical experts
that the river bed was rocky from the beginning. Therefore the percolation and absorption of

water was feeble and even if there is percolation it will lead to pollution of the ground water
which may harm the monument.

Also it was agreed by all that some similar case studies could be referred.

Dr. Prashant Rasal, Administrator & Chief Otficer AMC expressed vote of thanks and

meeling
was concluded.
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L aalle Mg Engineer India %_
7 | Shri, Babasaheb | Regional Officer | Maharashira Pofiution | 3
| Kukade Control Board
8 | Shri. Kiran Bodke Deputy Engineer | Irrigation department
9 |Sm. ~ Manisha | Technical Officer | Groundwater Surveys and
| | Bhagare Development  Agency
(GSDA)
10 | Shri. Upendra Tomar | ASAC Archeological Survey of
India
11 | Shri. Pankaj Kumar | SSA Archeological Survey of
India
12 | Shri. Vivek Gautam | Town Planner | Ambemath  Municipal
|_ Council
13 | Shri. Sanjay Kumbhar | City Engineer | Ambemnath  Municipal
Council
Shri. K N Shinde CA ASI - Vasai Sub Circle
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IMIS ID : MPCB-UNCONSENTED-0000032627

Industry Hama : Ambemath Municipal Councll
Address : Ambemath Municipal Council

Pincode : 411501

Category : Red (551)
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| stack Helght{mtrs)  Operstional lasus

Record not found,

71 Differential in existing source of emission ; No

VS sample collection [Alr)

Detail ;=

mw:ulbnﬂfur.ﬂr:ﬁn

mwmwﬁm

Difference in exiting waste generation : No

=

== e

A A
i.:?:.bﬁ';_ bttt ah

LT =:--':'..E:.'--
L e T e tj-h"‘ o T




Is Mandatory : Not Mandatory
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Green Coverage - No
Detail : -

Any Specific Obsarvation
Any Specific Observation : Visited Waldhun)
found concretized. 2. The
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River near Shiv Temple Ambsrnath mw ﬁurﬂ Jadhay,
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- n GPS Map Camera

Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, India
Shop No.02, Near Reaga Medical, Opp. Marathi School, Next To Criticare
Hospital, Kailash Colony, Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra 421003, India

/) Lat 19.198965° Long 73.176928°

02/01/25 04:14 PM GMT +05:30
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a GPS Map Camera

Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, India

Shop No.02, Near Reaga Medical, Opp. Marathi School, Next To Criticare
Hospital, Kailash Colony, Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra 421003, India

Lat 19.198905° Long 73.176883°

02/01/25 04:28 PM GMT +05:30
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1
o -,' K 6PS Map Camera

Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, India
Shop No.02, Near Reaga Medical, Opp. Marathi School, Next To Criticare
q Hospital, Kailash Colony, Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra 421003, India
WSS Lat 19.198822° Long 73.176869°
5 02/01/25 04:10 PM GMT +05:30
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n GPS Map Camer
Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, India

Shop No.02, Near Reaga Medical, Opp. Marathi School, Next To Criticare

Hospital, Kailash Colony, Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra 421003, India
Lat 19.19897° Long 73.176976°

02/01/25 04:12 PM GMT +05:30




== L3 GPS Map Camera

Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra, India
Shop No.02, Near Reaga Medical, Opp. Marathi School, Next To Criticare
Hospital, Kailash Colony, Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra 421003, India

Lat 19.198838° Long 73.176973°

02/01/25 04:10 PM GMT +05:30
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